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that something alarming and unusual waa

going 00 downstairs. The ery of “ Murdor (" waa re-

.ated. and he distiuetly hoard the shrill voles of Mr,

Radger screaming “Help! help!®™  He dropped the

mndel quickly, asd springing upon his chair, ho elam- |

pered to the top of the look-case and settled Mmself |
thors behind 18 oxnamental front, completely hidden
grom viev. 1t waswell that he had wasted no time,
for a8 he Avew In his legs the door borst opan, and
old Mngzleby and Me. BHadger tottersd inte the
goom.  The old man  whesled swiffly  atout
and  topned  the  key  In the  lock.  Mr
padger gave s faint saap and foll Into the arm.
chatr, while footsteps came bounding up the statrs,
and in another moment a crowhar was pied under the
doore and 1t was Ufted elear off Its hinmes. O Mnz
w gcfzed an axe that =stond against the chimnay and

ralend 1t vpon Ws shouliders.  Tha door 011 with »
erash, wnd two madiod men sprang loto the room
-
Y.

AIOWING NOW A CASE OF NTANT DISEASR MAY
RECOME A CAET OF MI'RDYER,

Teddy observed thees rapld'y suceerding and most
ponfusing incldonts from his seelnded paoch up on the
pook-case, uneertaln whether he dreamed or was really
awata  Ha poked s hnoekles Into hls eyes and
f""”‘"‘ his legs vigoronsly, and felt bonnd as the log
feal tesnit of ascortalned sensations to conclude that
pe was in Mol posscaston of hiz o dinaey facnulties 17l
fate friend, the tmp, was eertalnly gone, and Teddy
was ol gorry, bt he was foreed to conllor his pres
ent company & poor exchange.  1le thrunst his head
over the hoolense and looked aliout.  Unhappy Mr.
Faderr was all drawn vup Inoa knot In the seat of the
arm<chatr, trying valnly to keep out of sight, quiver
fog and shaking Uke a hoge mass of agitated jolly
014 Muggleby, pals, but drflant, stond brandishing his
sxn.  ThE two rofMans were direetly under Teddy,
ona of them lesning on his crowbmr In an attitude that
strock the boy a8 famiMar, while the other, eloser to
o Muggleby, held a revolver polnted stratght for the
old man's head

1n theso attitodes they romatned for ssveral mo
ments, as i the seonndrels wore upcertsin how to pro
ered. Then the st ons, who was evidently the lead-
ing apirit, still keeping his weapon levelled, walked
tarkward to his companion.

“You do the talking.* Teddy heard him whisper,
& ha'll know my volee.®

“Oh. ho!" thse boy murmured to himself *Tt's
you, 5 1t7 Well, T t'Ink he will know §t, leastways
1 doos, an' of dat lmp wot was yere a while ago lavin'
fer you 15 up ter anufl Le'll come back vy de lightnin'
expresa

The second ruffian drew a rope from hiz porket. Tio
went over to the ehatr in which Mr. Dadger lay erouch:
Ing. The poor terrificd lttle man groased in pitiful
agony.

“ My dear sir,® he sald, ®don’t shoot!  Whatever
yon do, don't shoot,  I've only a handful of change
shout ma, a wateh and & camen stud, but they're all
s!l yours, all yours. Eir, think of my wifs and of my
babes, my chernbs. At this moment they are hang-
feg up thelr stockings. I 1 fall, there will be nono
to M them.  They will hang emypty and bare.  Think,
my fricnd, and stay your hand ®

“Dop mit yon !N commanded the follow. * Stand oop
mit your veet, alretty, and eatching Mr. Badger by
the nap» of his neek he atralghtened him ont, and tied
bis hands and feet gacurely,  I'rom his clevated hiding-
placa Teddy walchad this procesding with a smile.
“Max, my man™ he sald to himsell. “ I'm onto you.®

“1lere, you ™ sald the ruffian, addressing Old Mug-
gleby.  “ Yuat aben dot gafe vot you eat py der vall."

014 Muggleby stood stock still and as stralght as a
ilpa

“ May !* prunted the burglar.  “1 gif yon yust den
peeonts.  Den I preak your headt mit mine growhar.”

Ol Mugelaty grow white and h!s whole body trem-
Hled, bt ke nelther spoke nor moved from his place.
The nther villiln was exea~dingly noarvoons and plainly
anxions to have the thing over. ¥ie moved toward
tha old man, whoes steength was fast departing. Teddy
gaw & broom leaning against the slde ‘of ths boalteass,
and he prepared for s strategte move,  Ta peached
down, and quickly grasped tha brom-handla. Ol
Mugglehy liftad his axe high as if to strikes his asaafl.
ant, hut 1t8 welght wasa too mneh for him and 1t foll
to the finor,  He totterad, and for a moment it sramed
az If hie shonld follow, but ha recoversd himsalf.

*Open the safe, you old wretch I* cried the superfor
scommdral

014 Mugeleby was brave.  Give him credit at leaat
for that. Tle folded his arms and sald, “T sha'n't!
' die first ®

The rascal lowersd his pletnl, and springing forward
he planted a fearfnl Blow with his clenchad fist on the
old man's heal At that momant Teddy lsansd over
the book-eass, hroom In hand, and knocked the mask
off tha fellow's face.

0ld Muggleby gava a sharp ery.
mid

And that waa all hs gald or ssemed likely to say In
this mortal world. For his pallld face grew blood-
red and he sank to the floor.

Teddy's ant of Interferenre was so quickly dons and
010 Muggelehy's prostration followed so immediately
upon {t, that the boy had not heen gesn st all.  He
dropped the broom and then lay perfectly still.  Young
Muggleby was in a condition of consternation and dis
may. [a lookad for & moment at his father stre*ched
out upon the floor, and then at the bivum and thon at
bt accomplica,

“Who Aid that 1 he sald, in & frightened whispar,

"1t vash & quear hongs,” replied the Jew, * und 14t
vash Grisdmus Efe, alretty. 1 tand't lths ter do some
ghobs lika dls mid der Grisdmus Efe."

“Come, coms, wo've had enocugh of that. Bea if
the old man's doad.®

Max hont down and falt of Old Muggleby's pulse
and heart.

“ e vash toader as a driodt herring,” ho answered

YEura 1"

“ Cerdatn.®

Yonng Mugglehy's apirits were rapldly reviving.
“Then 1et'a lay him ont on the sofa™ he sald

They pleked up the body and stretehad 1t on the
Tonngs, but sa they started back Ol Mugglehy's head
f+il over in sueh s way that his stony, staring eyea
ware fixed on his am “ Ugh ™ ho oried, * 1 don't Uks
that 1" and he asttled {t the athar way.

Than he turnesd to the hapless, shivering old man,
whn, fsttered and forlorn, still lay huddisd up In the
arm-chalr,

“arhy, bless my sonl ™ he sald, “It's Radgar!  As
I Mve, %2 my good friend, Padger. Max, yon eon-
forindsd seamp, why ddAn't you tell me it was Rad-
gert How dnred yon treat o friend of mine with sunh
ndlgnity 1 Cut the raps Instantly.  Why, Badger,
my dear old fellow, how d'yva do "

U and avening, Peter,® Mr. Fadoer answersd, faint-
Iy, when he at length stood upon his limp feet, “1
hope vun don't mean any harm—"

“ MIarm, Badger?  How eould yon ask suoh a thing?
Why. 1 wouldn’t hirm & Kitten. Nobody knows bet-
ter than vou how tepder-hearted 1 hm—eh, Badger1®

Mr. Dadger conghed

HThts fe m solemn moment, Dadger,® continued
Yonune Muggiehy,

4 Yery, Petar, very.®

“ A heavy aMietlon has fallam upon me, Badgsr.®

The lawyer ghook hi& head dolefully,

4 ¥on saw Mm fall, Badger.
father breathe his laat,
and Yonng Muggleby glanced koanly aut of his yeilow
exne and toyed with his revolver.

The cold perspiration poured from Mr. Badger's
faoe and his body shook like a leaf

“yes, Peter,® ho sald It must have bean heart
Qlgrage ®

“Aren't you sure (E wos hoart dlgeass, Badger

“1'd taks my oath, Peter.”

“id ft seem to you ke hoeart dlsense, Max ™

“Yah, dey vasho't no toudt spoudt 14.*

Young Muggleby laid the pistol down upon the desk
This was the moment for which Teddy had boen walt-
ing. The position of the three men rendored his
movements soours if he mads no nolse.  Ie softly
drow himsslf ppon his hands and knees and dropped
Quistly down upon the floor.

“I'm afrald mwy father dled Intostats, Dadgor?®
Young Muggleby continued.

“Bo hes did, lad  Tle left no will®

“Then It will bs entirely proper for me to take
posasssion of my fortune Immediatoly, won't 1t1*®

“0f conrse, Potor, to be sure.”

* A consldarable part of it is Lere fn the safs, and
M I've promlsed Max s Chrlstmas prosent and dosire
850 to pregent you with ona, T am profoundly annoyed
that father should hnave dled before he opened ft.*

Teddy stepped out from behlud the book-ossn and
ploked up the plstol  Lovolling It stralght st Young
Muggleby's ead, bo sa'd,

“1 in open it, eolly 1®

Young Mugglohy whooled sbout and confronted the
cold, shiny burrol of Wis own revolver

“Max " ho orled, “ Max "

The Jew lo.knd from Teddy to the young man and
"U".ll agaln to Teddy {w blank amazement,

Tetty ** hn sald, “ vas dot you 1"
“Tor ds bes’ o my knowledge an’ bllef, Max,"” ro-
. "pondsd Teddy, “It's mo. Doy 'pears ter be pomn

“My son!® he

| fer you,

You saw my dear |
H'm, dldn't yon, Badger1® |

bis eyes and the pistol fixed on Young Muggleh
¥

“’twixt dis here gen'l'man an' mo a5 ter Whose !rlnn:

¥ou Is.  He t'inks you's his an’ 1 t'inks yon's mine.

| On his slde, Max, dey"s & Chreie'mus prasent waltin'

On mino doy's nawthin® but frlen’ship, an'
it's comin' time for you ter chouss betwixt us. Dis
gon'l'man an' me 18 dead agin' each odder, an® T has
de pistol.  Now, Max, de gon'I'man is "bont ter sct

L oxn dora in dat chalr, an’ he's goin® ter put his han's

up back o' his hand.  "Tain't §is* "5 comfor'hls as 't
might Lo, but he's goin' ter do It An® w'en he does
it T want yon Jas" ter tle him tight wid dat rops yo
gut In yer han'. Now, you murdorin' villain—set !*

Young Mugelahy hesttated and glanced st Max. The
Jew fomhled with the rope and dropred his aves

“1N §Is' count t'res.” salil Tedds, “an' of you aln't
down wid yor han's baok o' yer hewd, 'l shoot, sure
a8 '« Chris'mus ! Onps, two—"

Yonng Muogelehy eat.

U Now., Max," sald Teddy, “ who's sor frion®1*

Max drew the rope up and wallied over to the ehale
e bound Youne Mogeleby's arms belind his noek
and thed him fiemely.  Thon Le stepped back without a
word,

“Yon 'n" me allers did glt 'lung firstente tepgedder,
Max" Teddy guietly olsprved, lowsring his weapon.
“ s yer do me ds honor to remember me, Mr, Mug
gleby 1m

Young Mngelehv's facn nsstmed s hldeons cxpres-
slon of hatred, but he did not speak
" Yor looks as if yer diil,® sall Teddy.
of yor don't, "tuln't no adas. 1 aln't anxlous ter rih
ver back de wrong way by bringtn® up de ‘easlon ob
our mestin'.  If von has fergot de state of your stum-
miok w'an it pot dons wesstlin' wid dat marble possy-
eat, W'y, 1 atn't goin' ter be mean ‘nuff ter endl de
matter up.  Dut as ter de peesent sitywashun T has
is tor say. 1 afn't goln® ter sooot yer *slong *s you
dors Ao square t'ing for two reasons, T don’t hanker
"hout killin® nobody, dongh sfeh t'ings does sometimes
happen down in do Foart® Warl  Dat, mos' of all,
I"'m mequainted wid soue tmp, who's a frlen’ or mins,
an' 1 don't want ter do him a bad turn,  DLut I Kin
shoot it 1 irics, and doncher ferglt (817

Mr. Hiadger had watehed these rvents with the kean-
ost intersst. Indeed, gomething e a smile was play-
Ing on his Ups when Teddy turued around and looked
him over.

"Wy, bless my soul i sald Teddy, tmitating Yonng
Mugglehy's tones, “It's Dadgor!  As ™live, it's my
egood frien' Radger,  It's Dadger, wol I met awhile
ago in dis werry room. W'y, Dadger, my dear old
fellow, how d'ye do ™

“Me. T. O'Grady, 1t 1 rightly reeall Mr. Almond’s
card of Introduction 1™ politely responded the lawyer.

“ Koreeel,®  aald Teddy. “Dis is a solemn mo-
ment, Hadgor1®

“Very®

“Yon was peferrin' Jis' now to de death o' my
frian’, Mr. P. Mugglehy, sonlor,” Teddy went on. “an’
1 t'ink you sall dat he was murdered,  Is I right er
no "

“You are entirely acenrats, Mr. O'Orady.”

“1 t'nk vou also sald dat yon was presant an' saw
da foh ALl e

HoThat fa perfectly trus, perfectly tros®

AR yon menshuned dat do murderer was his own
‘““ L

“Ta was. T take my onth to (0"

4y anen dn triek done, toa, dldn't yer, Max

“Yah"

“ga At evarvhody yera agrena dat de assanit was
committed, an' dat Afa bloks artiin® vers (o d~ enlprlt 19

Mr. Badger and Max nodded thelr heads aflirm-
ntively. \

“ e ta werry Important® sald Taddy. “Tt han a
Alraek baarin® on da addar t'ings wot T'm yam ter talk
about, T guess yo hettor put it In writin'®

Mr. Badger sat down and deew up an affidacit. re-
citing elearly and suceinetly the facts of the assanit,
tmt earsfully omitting at Teddy's anpzestion all pefer.
anes to Max.  This ha signead and deltvernd to tha boy,
promising ta have It acknowledgsd beforn & notary
whenevar ha ghonld Aesire 1t

“ Dint's all tight,” aald Teddy.  “ Naw we knows jfe’
whera wa stan's, T &'posa dat Ole Muggleby lef' a
blg fartnn', Mr. DNadger?®

“ Mors than a mfllion.®

®An' {t goes ter his son an' hele?®

“ Yoy, ha Inft no will*

o Now, hare's ds p'tnt," =ald Teddy. “Mr Mug-
glahy had some fun's. trost fun's, 1 t'inks ge eall ‘em,
berlongin' ter a frien® er mine by da name of Twitch-
or. Yo mins dam fun's, Mr. Hedgeri®

" YVary wall, Indead, Mr. O'Grady.”

“Wiy eart.  An' so do vou, hey, Mr. Muggleby?
Now, {15 apank right up, ‘causs I'm yers fer biz from
da word ' got*®

Young Muggleby looksd at the p'stol and flien at
the boy, and muttersd, “ Yes, T remember.”

“ Day 'mounted, in roun® fAggers, ter 'hout t'roe
hunnard t'onsan' dollam, T b'level®

“ Rathar mors,” aald Mr. Badger,

“well, p'r'aps, hut dat's ‘nuff.  Of courss, Mr.
Muggleby, betn' & hones' man, yer anxlous ter han'
aber dom fun's.®

Younz Mugglsthy didn’t seam sn anxlous as might
have besn expected. Ile scowled and set his teeth
hard,

Teddy was rosolute.  Tie plekead up the plstol

“ 1 aay ver anxfons, Is I right or nol®

S0 return the monsy,® Young Mugglahy sald,

“ oy, T knowsd ya would,” eeturned Teddy,  © An’
you authorlze me tor open dat safs an' count ant de
coln, hay 1"

Young Muggleby gazed at tho barrel of the revolver
his tormonior beld, aod slowly said, * Yes, take 1t."

“ Tk even

teen orude, but they posiessed tha zroat merlt of sin
cerity. They wers grounded on the rlghteons tdea,
gn rlearly axpressed to Young Mug 3" tmip, that
Heot’s your'n 1§ your'n® LS ehivalrle
sive soul was fired with honest zesl In the
Harvey and Sus 115 hateed of the Muggial
instinetive as b= hoylsh aflection for Miss
The spies of darger In his present situation wis Just
to his * Fourt' Ward® twate. e bad made up his
mind ihat he would foree Young Mugglehy to do *de
square t'ing,” and §t did pot oeeur to Lim to enll Into
quostion the legal effoct of his mottnids. He was fleht-
ing the fellow with his own tools, anid they wers tools
with which his mind was tolorably famillar.

“ 5, Nadger,” he said, * you heacd M
pakin' me ter open do safe oo’ talo out dem trus’
fun's1®

“1 A4, Mr. O'Grady.”

Teddy pleked np the crank and sst it for the frst
pox. Ha turned 1t wud the puoel fell dows,

“atax, take out de st

Only a puckage of mortgnges and correspondence
was produeed, and Teddy made the sdjustmonts fur
the second bux, It was full of envolopes, inelosing
tonds and other seeurities,  The third and the fourth
contalned simtlar kinds of valuables, hut the Afth was
filled with Lank notes As the Jow drew tuem forth
his grendy eyes reached ait of thelr s sty

“ Max,” sald Toddy, sharply, © fen all munleyin® wid
do bLuodle®

w1 s'pose, Mr Muggleby,” the boy continued, pag
geatively drawing the haumer of tho pistal to & half
cock, “dat Badger belu' a frion' " your'n au' also a
frien' o mine, you'd ke him ter count out do dust,
Ley 1

Young Muggleby sat savago and silent.

“ Afug' 1 plead wid you for & answor, Mr. Muggleby 17

“ It you're going tu rob me, du it*

“ Now, dat ain't no way ter talk to a gont wol yr;:
§is' wsknd ter do you do favor of eturning, some trus
fun's,” sald Teddy, stonping down and pleklng up ll._ﬂ
mask Lo had brushed fom Young Maggleby's fuco. “ Ef
1 wos you 1 doa't t'ink I'd talk mueh 'bout robbln’
A fellor wot pays & Chris'mus cull on Lis ole wan
wearin' a t'lug like dis and holding a plstol st de ole
mau's head, shouldn't say rmuck vu de subjlek ob rob
bery. You muster fergol huWw you Was standin® '
befors de als man tumbled. 11 show ye,* and draw-
{ng the ammer to fta full eock, Teddy stuck the mask
on his nose and hold tho pistol within a fuot of Young
Muggleby's bruw. Then he sald, “ Does you want
Badger ter count out dem trus® fun's er vo ™

The trembling wrotch shrank as far down In hls
chalr a8 be could got and answered * Yea"

Mr. Tadger cams cheerlly torward. - ' I'm delighted
to assist you, Mr. Muggloby," ha snld

The bills were put up in paokeges of §5,000 cach,
carefully labolled. Mr. Badger lald bundlp after bun-

anl mepres
ranune of
TN WAl N
Twiteher,

Mugeloh:

| din mside, culling off the figures slowly and ¥ith great
| gusto, while his face was wreathed in witable smiles.

wohres hundeed thousand dollmes, Vriend Yoter,®
ho announcod, ot last,  “It I8 all here, sir, all hero,
The wmaint Is ocorrect to & cent.  Is thers anythlng
else T oun A0 to oblige you, Potor®

“w'y, yes, t'ank'en, Badger,® Teddy replied, “dey

L]
s 1t was with conslderable difffoulty that Young Mug-
globy had restrained Lis rage while the lawyer was
handling his money. It wWoa bad enough to havo Lho
{ablos turned on him by this insolent gtroot-boy, whom
he already owed a dpbt of batiod that epuld npver be

lm of 'pinlon, Max,® he contiuund, kesping both }

gully paid. It was bsd enough to ba doserbed by his

8 7
IT 18 CHRISTMAS MORNING AND THE TIGHT IS
BURAKING IN THIE EART,
Taddy had his tdeas nf Justien.  They may have |

| Brisalve

pald accomplice and bound with a rope of his own
provisfon by the hand he himsslf had hired. RBut te
have this cunning eoward of & lawyer taking advan

tage of his helplo.s condition to leer and sneer at him |

was almost moro than he eanld bear.  The last feather
deopped on the eamel's back when Tedidy announced
that thy torturs was to Lo prolonged.

“What Is 1t 1" he howled ™ Ape you never golng to
stop your daviitey 19

Teddy east a pitying look on him, and turped to
the lnwyer,

“ Dadzer® he sald, "8 you on ter de fae® dat M1
. Muagglehy, renior, had a relation by da name oh Mr.
Tarvey Almond?®

Young Mugglehy squirmed and twistod in his ehntr,

“To bo sure 1 do, Mr. OV'Crady, fo he suen 1T do,
a ¥ory elevar voung man, Indeed, sie, and one whom
T eannot ton hiphly reapeet.
business of hie, 1 helleve, that von ealled this evening
o I8 a splendid tellow, sie, o splondid fellow. T love
him re a san®

“ 8o dld Mre. . Mispelohy, eanlor, Tiadgar, an® hne was
poln' tor pot Mre, Almand] a Chris'mue present whon dn
eronkit eome, T minds dat®  Mr. Mug nn' ma
hadn't Anlshied onr arrangemanis wid repards tor Mr.
Almend, Lot dey's no doubt In my min' b waot e
Mugzlohy had deetded tor han' hnek ter Mr. Almond
dat asslgnment ob hix patent.  Ts dey enny doubt in
yonr'n, Mr Badporte

“Xanra whatever, my dear Mr OCrady.®

SAN' oh eonrse; Mr Mupsleby, Juntor, couldn’t g0
Lark on his ols man's Intenflone ™

Young Mugelehy foamed at the month.

“Tuws wer wish me ter ook for dat assignment,
Mr. Muggelahy '™

WiTakn 11327 he slormed,
walt tiN T got free®

Tealidy's eves blaged,
wns mal, too,

" Wasg 1t n murder wot ye spoln abont awhila agn,
Dadgnar1® o askod, grimly

A desperate murder. Me 0'Gra

Toddy deew out the afMdavit. % An' o writ down
dere dat vou was present an’ €aw it hey, Dadeee?®

“Yos, Mr. O'Gra just ms T should tell the story
n ncourt of justica®

W AD' dere lies de ols man dead, hey, Dadger, wid de
mark ob e Blow on his hoad1”

“ATAx,” £ald Teddy, * put all dat monsy hack In An
safs an' <het It up, an’ den go ont in ds atrect an’
fotch bark do fust eopper wot ye kin fint®

The Jaw gtarted to obey,

“TTold oni® erled Young Moggleby,
tho patant.”

“wall, T don't know® sald Teddy, Aonht fmlly.
“You'm ton fresh talkin® "bout wot yer'll Ao w'en yer
gits frea.  [amme tell o, young feller, dat yon hns
18" two chaneea of glitin® froe. One s on ds gallers
w'en de Shorll swlnes yo frea, an® dn odder fa by bein®
hones' now for de fust time tn yor erooked lifs. Yo
kin how yar cholen (*

“ako 1t whined tha thoroughly frightensd man.
% Takn it, looss me and go. 111 never troulils him
again.®

“ It min't enufl,
blo her agin.®

“1do. 1 promise. T will lrave the Rtate®

u1 g'pose dis housd aln't rleh In Bliles, Ladgeri®
naked the boy,

41 toar not, Mre. 0'Grady.®

“Dat's a pity. P4 Mlin ter make him swear It
Nut, nehbar min', T giess he'll keep his wond,  Noas
‘roun’ "mong dn papers fer dat patent.®

Mr. Nsdger hastened  to comply, and pressntly
handed the boy & bundle of documents marked  Har-
voy Almond.®

SIs 1 ter take "em all)" Teddy Inguired

% Yns, all-all, only st mo go.®

Toddy placed them among his plle of greenbacks,
plekod up tha pistol, and said, * Now, Max, eut de
rupa.®

The Jow Arew his knifa and fut away the knot that
bound Yonune Mugelahy's arms behind his head: then
the eord that fastansd him nlaut the walst th the chalr
taek was unfastensd.  Then each of the hits of rope
that held Ms legs were sundared, and he started to
risn  Weak, eowed and oppressad, he coulil searcoly
1t himsalf upon his feot. At Iast, however, stondy
Ing Wimeelf. he tonk a stop forwaed, stopped, grew
ghnstly white, and with a sharp ery fell back Into Lis
chnir!

Thers npon the aofa sat Old Mugelaby, bolt npright
1118 eadaverons face way stern and pale. 118 sunlen
ryes had eanght an almnst suparnatural fire, for they
glowsd hrtlliantly far baek In his head Tty one hand
on the bank of the sofa ha held himself stlll, whiln
with the other, axtanded, It ssamed, to an unuatural
length, he pointed stradght at hls son

“ You-have—killsd—me 1® hn sald, speaking cach
word slowly and with horrible distinetness. “T-1 am
dying.  Hadgeri—Nadger!  Where {3 Dadger1®

U {lare, Friend Muggleby.®

“ And where 18 that me s#nger boy 17

U lern 1 bo,® gald Teddy.

# Take the erank, Nadger, that unlocks my safe1*

Y1 hiava It, sl

% 3tun the cateh up to the fifth niehn, turn It ronnd
twies, mova the fuot 1o the letter &, and fasten it

4 7ake everythingt  Only

ITe was Paol snctugh, buat ho

“1'N give up

Yo mus® promise pever ter troa-

thorn,®
%1 have It dous, Friend Mug
“pen the safs, Badger, and hand me the gtrong

sty

hox, thers,”
Y1t in hern, befura s0n
“The boy, quick! where 1 he
* Worw, sir.®
“Taks that hax, and glve
brotherindaw. Ho Hyves In the
gor will tell you whisre Tell T
il that 1 give him haek his own
glve—ahil  Ealsp il winduw, 1 want o
Teddy torled up the window
theew the shittsrs npen wide

it to Tom Twitelinr, my
Flats. Had

fullfrog

aver tha <afa, and

The wiml came

i

frig tn, ant! the suow foll (n Mitle elouds about the wld
man's head and shruliders It #oemed to give Kim
new stonngth

“1 can't undo all the harm I*va doas in my Hfe
thomeh 1 wonld 3 1 eondd, Gl Koows 1 wonld
i1 roulil Lt there's oo other—=Harvey The
papers, Boadger! Gt tl {1 am palng-my head
ts not rleht—1-1 ean't think of the comb!tation Fini
‘om, Hudger.®

They y nbvady nn tho talis, Th lawyor drow
them forth

CThe oyt demanded 0Ll Muogglnhy

“ Here, nir®

% You eame from TTnrvey fitve Wm those, and pay
1 nehe his puardon. anel, Tmdd, oo 1 nt my
ninra—hn will marry her—1 wani her pra T
I'ell hior .

Yuung Moageleliv had = i down from his chadr to
the uor and slowly eeawled almaost af foll fewmnh to
the wefis The old man's heniog eyes fell on him,
wnd b teaeliod out his hoand

Mgy " b Blyme 've 1o yom |
wirnng frivm the i were barn 11’ all over now,
Tetor, and ad 1 ask moeey of God, T plve pardon to
Yl Lol ant of the window It 18 coming  (hriut
mas mornfrg -ah!l-ah!®

Tho light was brealitng In the East, amd theongl the
open winfow the Chelsbwes soow guicldy deew [s
white shroud over him

X
TEDDY MAKFES WIS CHOICE FROM AMDNT A GREAT
VARILIY OF BUILLIANT OGP PFORTUNITIES,
1ght and glorious was the dawn of that Chrdstmas
ay, ualicred dn Ly the gay huiscs o I il annd
determined phovels that fooght des with the
Loavy snow oo the slde H F T % full ul

tuflnftesimal pacticles of spow Lorde
wnid the warm,
ghions down atd NG theam up Lk s
fluating Hamond spaiks,.  “ Moy
the milkman to the seaming, bheoad faced coull as e
punred hor pite hir full of dellclous willk.  Aml wlen
shn would say “Gllong wihl yo " winl ask {f that v
wll he could give her o memory of the day, falth, nol
Many's the Lght hearted mllkiman that ¢ame seatipes
g up the srma stops o seiwrch of hls hat fu th
and many's tho blushing rouk that disngpeared tuto the
Wtehen serauging hor dishevelled halr, * Mecry Chilst
was " Balil the pullcetan to the wndtress ns =bo opaipe d
tho front duor and Leushied the snow feom the 1op step
whiore the mat was to lls. 1L wasn't su merry, though,
but that 1t might b mads merrlor still, and wan's
tha pollceman and many’s tho waltress that stoud lu
the vestibule discussing the best way of wabing &
Christinns cheerful = Merry Ulristimad sl tho
olind beganr, a8 ho stood on the cornor 1o th 1, tu
the old womas who wWas unfolding ber mornlng pajurs
and laying them out on ber Witlo stand, “ What & duy
1t b for your trade 1® * Fadth, an® it will, sor,™ she
agwers, ng sho gives him & #est un her sungrliux
stous, * the pooblle buys bIg av a Chris'mus.®

shov

¥y
i
Chel

1y

BIsW,

Guod for the Chrlstmas tds s a heavy snow and & |

gruerous sun, s quick, sharp atr, wid a quict Lreese
that serves only to wako red cheoks and rousing agpe
tites, Guod wre the market aights, whim w oof
happy souls move this way and that through o
avenues Lned with turkeys, and ducks, asd quadl, and
rabbits, and erauberries, and celery, and all the wor
derful array of Christmas clicer.  Gogd are tho Lig
shop windows Wwith thsir Christmas troes and thelr
plump, white-halred Kris  Kringles, Good aco the

Noab's Arks with elephants astiids of thelr ruols, aid

It was primarlly npon |

ltons playing at hide and seek with fleeoy shoep bo-
hind erisp lttle pine tross smaller than efther.  Good
art tha Punch-and-Judss, bobbing up and down In
thelr hoxes Iie matless Jacks-in-the-Pulplt, and work-
fng thetr queer heads about as {f thelr nocks wore eon-
[ strueted on the gama prinelple as a gooss's.  Cood are
i the waxy Dails that go to sleap Just like other folks

whon they e dawn, and ery pitancnsly, an who would
not,whan thay are punehod fn the stomach.  Cood fa
the Tonlier, the sleany, nncertaln Donkey, with his Wz
panniers an efther «ids that might ordinarfly male
donlkeys fall dotrn, bt In this enae ald him tn standing
up, panniers il of choeolates, and bull's.eyem and
gtim-drnpe Moo arn all thees things and the thon
ands mare that tell nf tha Chrletmas tims and npreasd
Its goldon ehrer ahont every Wazing houth

Tn the mattar af WMazee there was a hearth In the
Tnlifeng Flats that Chelstmas Dag that hlazed higher
and rodider than any hearth tn the Pourth Ward, which
fs snving a good denl, for whataver the Fourth Ward
dorsn’t know, at least I knowe how ta losep the Pourth
of July and Christmas Tt began te Ware early in
the ilay, Tt was In the parlor of the Arst floore, ard
althouzh the firgt fioor, Yatng the quality Moo and
| hired only to familise of substancs and worth, was
| Bntirels hoatad by staam, wat the fire plass was an
opsn ane only hy Datighter
standine on tha Jowast stapa of the hark states Intting
down Inte the watar, and ahont to get Into her (Ton
dola Furly that morning, tha Widaw O'ieady,
hearing In hepe hig arme two great had
Tnoelind on the ontelds doore of the first faoe, and had
Infarmed ths matd who opencd 1t that ehe had eoma
to meplace the Dope's Daughter with tha  andirons,
This sacrifice of art to ntilty had baen made, and the
Witos O'Crady’s seribewomnn had stowed five haslets
of hlekory wond awas In the elosct and had eroerilad
anothar ona Into the fire-placs, and had started the
Wazes going hefors Mics Twiteher eanie down to beea’
faat.  Miss Twitcher was dollghtod Mr
ITarves Almond, when they learned of the Wilew
O'Cirady’s attention.  They had searealy Mntshed thelr
hnelrwhant ealine hafore thors was another knook at
the |!:||i1‘ anid the matd presently retorned,

*Teasn, mum,” shio sad, “it's the butcher's tny with
ths turkiog "

“Pul T ordared no turkey.” Tieet answered, with
rithar & red faes. " Tell him (1'% & mistaks, Marv."

Mary wont off and eame bacle  © Pleass, mum,”
ghe gald, " he savs it aln't no mistalie, mom.™

* Why, that'n vary ndd " exelalmed Miss Twitelior
“ Where s the boy, Mary 1"

Ha waa In the parlor, whicli was aléo the Hhrary
and the sitting-ronm, and tha only rodm In the flat
whare anyhody conld go, and Inte Jt, Illowed by Miss
Twitehar, her father and Marvoy, the mald led the way.

Y Little boy." sald Miss Twiteher, “ you must have
made w mistaks shout the turkey.”

“Ts Al elght 'ty & m., or aln't (11° psked the
Hitte by,

Misd Twitehar raferrad to the cloel, and was bhound
fo ronceds that 1t was esight-thirty &2 m.

“1s s dn Dullfrog Flats, er aln' (477

Debate upon this point was obviously out of the
questlon

“Is i da Nest-floar front,

Tin waa a Hitle hoy, searesly as hig as (he tn
Tt he was esrtainly the malineof a deadly logl

WAL 18 A name Twiteler, ¢ aln®t f02°

Ttusgst conld not deny hor blentity,

“en vere's de tark’, " satd the 1ietle boy, and with
ont mora ado he extreieated 1t from the hasiet L
it Inte Mars's arma, and departed with the alr of o
man on whom the game of papudiatinn wo

The turkey was conveyed off (nta the Elitelen, and
Mr. Twitehsr took his gant tn an sem chale hefors e
ginwing firn,  Rnesat Lant aver him and Rleand rach
pallld ehaek, and whispered Chirlatmas greetings tn his
PAr Then ehe Arew the sofa up bhefors the hearth
and hads TIarvay lin down upon it, for he was st &
Ititle falnt and weak,  Ehe placed a Hittle hinssork by

eancealad the Twign's

anMrnns,

nhil en was

ar aln®t 1H1°

M

ot wirk

her futher's stda. and fall In Farvey's view, and sal
i1'-<\r!\ upon 1. With her white, rommd arms sha
| elasped  the old man's knees and  lookad Dirightly
| vp Into his ey They &ald bmt s, for thele
| thomehia were gaidilar than they wom wiiling tn a

Tnowlrilgs Prraently another knork sonnded at the |
{ donr

W Measn, mum," sald Mary, “it's tha grocer’s boy
with tha sweet potators and the eranbercies, and tha
ealery, and thie canned cort. and the tors and raising,
mum.*

“ it 1 oedeeed nons of these thines,” erind Tasat
“Why, what ean 1t mean?®

* AnAd, pleasa mnm, it's the Liaker's hov, tan, with
the minea pla, and the frufr caks, and the plom pod
ding, all ready for the oven®

Wall, but, J don’t n tamd this at all Are
you aues they hava the right place 1"

“¥es, mum; and pleass, mum, 174 ther Twy
with the oy eens, mam, all mads nn inta eharliands
Theee's eadar, and Lewlock, and holly, mge.”

Wk, bt 1's Al A mistake, Mary., They don't
niean them for ua®

AT pleman, mum, it's anather Loy with a I+t
mum.*

Well, hrd tig the ¥ 10 t! Tatt L1 »
| The | tht 1 W witght, anig Lhe
was spread e It tru] ax (ollnws:
“ oy " ' i Maiv

M AW 1 have the L fir mililress yo thye
name amd nn beball of Me T 00ty iy "W
me b2y that v gt il '
eventfnl syening self conctralned 1 k
e 1 - 'r (1] L
1 th s | tii " e

1 mlsgiving, Ina ax his I v
iy st sipiimes ip o thile ot e el it g
Iy alarming, that ha was going * to hlow voi o to
Nervmpt o sprealt 1 o 4 .
Madam, what this satracslnary pl tu 1t lib
slenify. 1 marnly, as in dpt L1 1t f
viat | st mav b your 1ifea |
ment Ir. O"Urly ron I | Iy wrid
eonclugion to say that s wifl bt t 1 rouf
III.’|‘|iI Wl upon Yokl at s
th vl 1
| ¢+ Npon th Wl [}
|II vislted o Feil L 1 ¢4 i Aritony
f of Casar, v » tiv frie
I'a " Tatans, wrid with | 1, I o
roaln, Yo Cvanl to cnmaild,
L adsn | N 2T

"1 Bl gt 1 wid thaig . Iy
antisfled that It wal s N, !

Wi 7 ehorts faen as whe LY A t T

b e e e e ;
Whaton sarth fs st I ) 1 L= W ki
s Dohudway Dedene '™
@ Know ™ opfed 11 ] it t f
11 all s1phit Patity ) 1 nthir .
|4 o Tehn't ! lial AL EAE T " 1link,
{ Vi t ! Teibepee 0 nld o 1 "
bt wikatts bl
' prvtladd 1
Heard hin: sas At
O, that's mlll right i W
moatis ¢ 1 trrat.t Teildy iy < T Y "l
Yy With m CNelsbtnne ol r 1 mivtat } TS TP
v suiteess, don't yon sde o ) bt want to
vilitiradn of eine tn ths ol 1 "

“ b what can the man maan by snyl that LA
thie heart dleams it "

The nen walttng, Tuseet, dear, with the eel-
. An 1othe plum pudiding, the
e Mo,

" Y vids, mnm, 1t

anather Loy & o i, with 4
T Tl L

Sl me * erled Rusant, ¥ will the huys never
wtopt. T the ihings, Mary, and give them cach 4
ten cont pleen f ms thore on the talile®

Boon the sav odors of the roasting turling and
the baling potatoss, and the plum pudding sl e
for e oven, and the ple and the eranberry saues, Lo-
gan 1o grow temptingly strong.  Foon the rattle of

zle of forlid and spoons put an edgo
on thete sharpening appetites, and just when Mary
thn curtains astds and sahd, “Teass, mum,
wirpvied,™ the door opencd and 1n wallied Ted-
On Ns bark ho Lore a Wg strong box,
under Wis arms wers a lmndle of papers, anid as ho
erfed * Morey Clela'mus, Mo Twitcher ! Blirry Chrls's
Altiond™ his

dlshes cnd the §

sunng
dintier 14

dy O'Graly

iy, Miss Bae ! s'mos, 3
fuco hrondensd In une cog
They eolesd upon Wim aud bo dm irlumphantly
ta the table, ol when they had iy buwed
thete heats and bronthed o sllent thanlsgtving, Teddy
uf 184 adventures tn O Muaggloby's

e tild them all aboudt Lils

Morry Chr

revor

grim muont-

by hunig

ing With ihe ol man at the duoe, his colivirsation up-
stalrd, and bis temtfying encounter with the waerty
fmp s all about the aerival of the burglars, the asia 1t

on O0d Mugelely, tho totumph of his wiched son snd
poamd defolt § all about
it recoy.
, and whon

Its eauly turnlng Inti hamdliatle
the opening of e safe and
ey, his penitanee and hfs acts of restitul

il ma

e hiad dons, hs undid Harvey's papers and opensd
| Mi. Twitcher's strotg box, sl rovealed Lo thele won
| furtunm,

deriug gawo thelr Jost bt peeovers

Wasn't It a happy ynavtstie that clustersd around
thiat table when Todds leated back lu his chalr, and
drew o dligeaiive sigh, and sud, “1 peckun dad's wll

doy 14 ter tell.®  Mr. Twitcher beamed on him with an
expression of amazed gratitude. IHarvey wrung his
hands till they werg limp and bine, and Russet came
over to his chalr and put both her arms around the
atront boy's nack and Kissed him tHl he Lluihed 1k
a roas. fhe ran her fingers In among his tangled,
sandy halr and kissod him agnin and again, FEhe pat- |
ted his ehonlis, and pulled his ears, and mlbed his
nose.  “Teddy 1" sha crind, “you dear, good, brave |
boy! What a happy Christmas you have given na®

Todily amergod from these embracss with the first
shy fealing hoe had ever detectad In his compositlon,
Pt 1t soon passed awny,

"1 yo hod er fixed mo np Hhs dat befora T went.®
he safd, “1'0 or lieked Young Mogzleby's tmp, hanged
ef T woulidn't i*

“ Do yon peally think It was a ghost,

“Tes 11 Well, of yort'll or saw Lilm ondola® his |
head and chuelin® o his ~e
t'ntght ha was ull de gpook yor earsd *hont hevin' for
onn Chris'mus.*

The forve of this pafnt waz taa olivions for denfal,
and with suhdued and foreiving thry
talked of tha dead man Iving thers atane and Tlaryey
tor Andd Mre

o] b ke

Teddy 1°

arms an' legs; yvon'd

thien vilens

got 1tendy to siart nnt, glel as be

grr, and to son that the Inst rltes s
They tallind of Young Mugaista
atartad that very morning for Texas, a brile amid &
eoward to the last, lesving the protectlon of his in.
and the et}
tles to thin dead to those whom they hoth had treated
0 crnelly.

Whon they rosa fram the tahile oovey Ind the way
haek (vto thy parlor with his svm ahont Ruosset, and
together thoy stol by her fathe

“ Russor,” sald Harvey, * whon wo are married on
New Year's Day—*

“What, Iarvey,

“ Yo, my childeen,” Mre. Twitehar (nterposed, “ the

P

toreats tn hle lawyer e af Lils dn.

wils

A0 FOOn
sonner the botter,® |
“When we are marrled, T wes atont to say,” Hare
vey went on, “ Teddy shall be onr Lest man™

S50 hn shall, Harvey Anit when we o bl 1o
ane ol Liouss uptown, he must come and Lve with
na, mustn't he, father1?

Y1t sliall be h's home, dapghter

¢l have (1.7
, and grow

up Wi the manty Uiils gentleman Son am.”
SThat's gosl,® Marvey added, “and thon he chall
go tnto L 44 with me.”
SO i e piefers to be s doetor—" sald Russet.
“Or a lawyer—"* Interrupted Harvey

“0r a eloergyman,” suggested Ruosset,  “Wiat &
lovely yonog: minister Teddy wonld maelie with a long
Wack gown and a white supplee, gtauuiag up o Graco

£ the lessomm i*

Clinpedi pead

“ Perhaps,” sad the old man, smiling, * perhaps
we'd Detter let Tedidy chooss s own diesting. Vo lpat
doos thes wish, Tadids, for a Chestinn prosent 19

“Well, 1 ain't pertleh'ler,” he ata “put ef

git o & jub Loy
b BLY UGG,

yo wanis ter fis e up fer gosd
rug e %

wlvvatur

TWiLicits A1 NAZARETIL
From adeance slasls of The American Magaziné

Thou, lowd Lo

Thy e

Hihis
Thy i
4y

I woe the
Aloug

And

N jrriiiEcan
hvart, thy h
Vigin's boulitall,

Eruy
it all

Liait, Lhy

Lirabbing bty

15 r Lal) I;
bennattly,

o
sl Wil
ot Tha

b udl

Ll

irve, |

Thy ciinson salt
~FLL L s

Liglgat beis, Lilght

T |
o i 1

-
-

Thean Lo

Thoy §lead =a
I w
Howe wigh
L hiniat®

L thlinh wa i

waigl i MiLLER

WISy,

List

Pk

Adid e b s v ~ hie b g

Eu 1 gn Wl vs I
' tiear-Tatoaf al ol I thomn,

Tellttie hipw, ns pight | eat weititge, |

A Taly booda in
i sidivy
et g

Tiie
" on iy divan,
A )

My nwr with the gald
e her bade, sl thie o

ob the gadries of

Of the |-T-1
Hitier o

odear Hitle gl that T oseoldod—
ta i tobhe thits,™

Cume Powdsl
Al wlam
LT

‘ iy il
neeer for mn !t

1'||". t
And ot reln
Cow] pity the hoart that repelised her
Aml ; lnit thist turped hae away |
v lps thise denied her
TR

L]

i  {
Talin. 1. v m
That pltitul soh of idespalre,
And the putter and teip of the Jittls bare foob
Aral thie e plesoing vey on tho stalel
1 ]‘--. Ly the Ll wi
Uhlle the por, (01 1
Writes nn, * flnd 1 words to
Wha'd pemd 11, or who'sd understand 1*
Tint the Hitle bhare fecr on e staliway,
And the faint, pmathered laugh 1o the hall,
And the eerie-low llsp on the silence,
Crf up to e over It all
=[Jases Wiitcomn RILKY.

it e
LOVE'S LAROR LOST,

Pray tell nwe, now, sald & malden gay,
Dues love last furever, or die in A day 1
I cannol say.

el
all

Ly,
AN

oy hand,
st I,

Dons he who is seorned return no more 7
Can love exist (0 u hoart of thres soore )
yoed—galars,

And how dass u peeslonits lover farn
Who plesds in valp b Taoed he tsur Lis hale?
Io may I ho dare.

And ha who ls hopeless, whit dons he do?
Doos he deown Limselt?  Tons the lady rue?
- He unly looks blue.

- = L= -

in oain shud) waves of incense drift
The vanlted nave around |
I valn the minster tprrets Life
Thulr brazon weights of soand
Tl hoart miust ring thy Christmas bells,
Thine foward ailum rafde s
Its hlrr and hopa thy rmnllricn,
And Its abodience pralse,

PREACIHING GOOD OLD REPURLICAN (0SPEL.

CURRENT ANECDOTES.

WHEREB INNORANOE HAD REKEN BIISK
from The Kingetun ( ¥. ¥ ) Fresman
A near-slzhted man, who lives nat far fremn Kingston
bod wever worn or loske | theanslh o rulr ol glawns” nntls
8 ahort Ume ngo.  Oue day o pad Hods and arnoag
othor things, he ol eyer! a pers
tey on ™ pale,

o

ataded the toan te
Duaed adjustad the gt

Finally b evns coated tpen s

He took a long leak at her wnl then exciadmet:

with patonishment.
wite,

| S dmne, aoane, | nevar woald have mardol you it | bad

kpewu you was so Domely,"”
->
A MAY D wE

! Praws The Philadolodi
While the wenliniiost oys or Y, nwl ta he
tliode I Fu tlinors, tiers ace Bonirels wha have
#ll thnir Hives i Lhie Hitie ishamide b G s
ilevs, Wi awn penl valate of

A

f mnirlean

IR vy e i 1 ik inLen

1, nnl wha o sl

SN ar ehorke anid

e Dliks

thi T

A ve, nitlew
it manner ooy el e o] sodoining o el

bilurein a N
ofien exprrsaed o o

the ganticmun fron

VoY urk iman

v Te o alesad lat

Erodissrs, to e as, an old Bltae ahire,

u
with

o bat and s lialr unkempt, Ha wias sernbidng
oul s canme,
The SewYorker ina sitrpalsed, awl ecooclinlel ls
Wiks the v
P snlus Loy woers exvhatizel ant the

o it heaaght wp

ipriestimi of the sile
=3 ok the Jusy who owns that zie

wy e inger, air
Landt jinin' mw putehid ™
i L thiat persen,” replind the gentiemnan fn a digul*
) e,
AN you want te olt eloar af 1"
0 have conelalded (o dispmas of 101 T ean secire q nits

o strauger, whyl's your lowest flgus® WAy anwn,

sive vou the lowest llgnres, it thesns onsi,
an el ™
nei, Wny «lown (lgures: give "em to
11 woe whont the cash™
it rhu, andoabtedly, you konow about s valta—say
500"
“That o the lowest, et " reflectively.
Whiar vou frem "
SNewYork Cite”
) L \'u York ey, he repeated,
(ran
At be o fale fgure, o e, a sacritles,™
sy, sIERnger, =5 walt il I git oy coat an® hat, an®
FIl bint the birgmin®
e zenilsinun

e,

"ER)Y, strangee

“Won't take no

costomer in surprise
uepranied hils, and o this
pepiress  Dila piaih it Ha
goty, tocde bt tewn, Ll the pecsa.
#ary puapers oxeeated, soba fetea ! to velia il ehoes for
AN, and woit to the ek and drar tha monay. sivd as
be banded 1t o the noapt A gentieman, b remarkal
with o beosd gein s ** You thoaght | was a-foolia’, hag
Jat vomie down thls ale way e an® I gin you 4 ohedlc
for veur un'l dures vity of Sew-Yoi."  Anl lin was ol

| with i wave of the Lol

— -
P8 Wwaksr OvVERSIGHT.
From The KNitnsas City Journnl
S banel, o e o goad Demociat,” Lreanrke d to Cola
nel Roarban the other day ; * wiat do you think of the
Frostilent's imesange [
'y didore i

CLEVRELAN

. alr, verr dlacraditshle®
w *The L1ea of do

L)
Ve B
1 A

s sonetiing
) I -

1wl
= enlon Wiy, that
Phes toewcsn il e saw Sy wlesle of (6. 1 was on o re
eoptiot connlitea, Aad yet thers fen't 4 word an the
whalo binnk messigs ahont Kawsas Citye Clavelawl e
o gty L, teeless ciwborer of the gredimd.”
- R
A BARE'S HEAD FOR A TACK HAMMER,
dFrom The Noresich (Coun ) Bulletin,
fucer acetdest  Lappenel teow Huoathest,  ehilly
1 toniths oLl the ollier day. As It was taking iie
s towitlaing i fell over backwand, sirikin
s il npon riving it into the skl
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